
11-R-304 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT  

AND JOHN A. FRITCHEY, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

IN SUPPORT OF THE CITY-COUNTY COLLABORATION AND RELATED EFFORTS 
 
WHEREAS, Cook County (the “County”) and the City of Chicago (the “City”) serve many of the same 
residents and operate many similar, yet independent functions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City and the County combined spend more than $11 billion annually on administration, 
health and human services, infrastructure, legislative services, public safety, regulatory functions, and 
other basic services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the budget gaps of the City and County have reached over $600 million and $300 million, 
respectively; and 
 
WHEREAS, the budget challenges faced by both governments require innovative methods of reducing 
costs and saving resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, pooling resources, eliminating duplicate services, and improving existing services are 
among many possible benefits to be achieved through a collaboration between both units of government; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, in March of 2011 Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel created a committee of civic leaders (the “Joint Committee”) to explore opportunities for the 
City and the County to collaborate to reduce costs, streamline government, and improve government 
services; and 
 
WHEREAS, in June of 2011 the Joint Committee issued a report projecting between $66 million to $140 
million in savings to be attained by 2014 through a collaboration between both units of government; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Joint Committee has outlined 20 areas where the City and County can combine forces 
(the “Collaboration Areas”) to realize optimal savings and to improve services; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the Joint Committee was formed, 20 working groups (collectively, the “Working 
Groups”) have been formed to address each of the Collaboration Areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Working Groups have met regularly to exchange ideas and to develop strategies for the 
City and County to collaborate in their given Collaboration Areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Joint Committee committed to issue a quarterly report to communicate the progress of 
these collaborative efforts, and on this day, October 4th, 2011, the first of such quarterly reports has been 
published; and 
 
WHEREAS, among other things, the Joint Committee, in this first quarterly report, projects that the City 
and County will enjoy savings of approximately $11 million during the 2012 fiscal year due to 
collaborative efforts; and  



 
WHEREAS, the Joint Committee has identified several opportunities for the improvement of City and 
County services, particularly in the areas of public safety, homeland security, and workforce 
development.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners recognize 
the efforts of the Joint Committee in identifying methods of increasing savings and improving services for 
the residents of the County and the City during the relatively brief time that the Joint Committee has been 
in existence; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners agree to support the 
ongoing efforts of the Joint Committee, by all necessary means, in order to implement plans for 
collaboration to realize projected savings and improved services for both the City and County.   
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 
 



11-R-305 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN, COUNTY COMMISSIONER  

Co-Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT AND WILLIAM M. BEAVERS,  

JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY,  

BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA, GREGG GOSLIN, JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY,  

EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS,  

ROBERT B. STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN AND JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Cook County Board of Commissioners are proud to recognize 
excellence in school sports; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Cook County Board of Commissioners recognizes the importance of team sports in 
developing the qualities of teamwork, respect, hard work and dedication in young adults; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Sandburg Eagles boys volleyball team displayed those qualities and worked together 
with Coaches Sean Airola and David Vales to achieve a great season and earning the Eagles the 2011 
IHSA Boys Volleyball State Championship; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Eagles finished the regular season with a 39 - 3 record before defeating Homewood 
Flossmoor and Andrew in the regional matches; Providence Catholic and Marist in the sectional matches; 
rolling past New Trier in the quarterfinals; Glenbard West in the semi-finals and finally defeating 
Naperville North to clinch the title of State Champions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Coaches Sean Airola and David Vales and teammates Sam Balaskas, Nick Bendell, Danny 
Boyle, Tommy Carmody, Adam Davids, Scott Fifer, Jason Fox, Kevin Groeper, Phil Hanrahan, Mark 
Krause, Andrew Muys, Kenny Payonk, Bill Siroky, Jeff Tablerion, Odysseas Trikolas are to be 
congratulated on leading the Sandburg Eagles boys volleyball team through a great season and impressive 
championship we are all proud of. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Cook County Board of 
Commissioners join their family, friends and community in congratulating the coaching staff and team 
members of the Sandburg Eagles boys Volleyball team on their great achievements and their sense of 
teamwork, respect, hard work and dedication. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution be spread across the official text of the proceedings 
of this honorable body and that suitable copies hereof be presented to the coaching staff and team 
members. 
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 



11-R-306 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE 

PRESIDENT OF THE COOK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom, has called a man of God who loved and was loved 
deeply, and whose work uplifted the lives of thousands of orphaned children, Reverend James J. Close, 
from our midst; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Close was born to Irish immigrants, Catherine and Sylvester Close, in 1936 on 
Chicago’s North Side, and knew from childhood that he had a calling to do God’s work; and 
 
WHEREAS, after concluding his studies at St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, Illinois, Father 
Close was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in 1963; and  
 
WHEREAS, Father Close spent the first ten years of his priesthood at St. John Brebeuf Parish in Niles; 
under his tenure, among other achievements, a new church was built and a parish athletic department was 
created; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Close was handpicked by the Archbishop of Chicago to take over the helm of Mercy 
Boys Home, whose then-director was of an advanced age and in ailing health; and 
 
WHEREAS, under Father Close’s leadership Mercy Boys Home underwent a staggering transformation  
it was enlarged, a Girls Home was created, and a therapeutic approach to treat children was adopted 
becoming a model for institutions nationwide; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Close served as a true father for those who had none; it is impossible to overestimate 
the impact his love and guidance had on countless children who had been neglected, abused and cast 
aside; and 
 
WHEREAS, in losing Father Close we have lost a man of inspirational devotion who will be missed in 
the hearts of all those whom he touched and loved; and 
 
WHEREAS, Father Close was devoted to and beloved by his family and leaves to mourn his brothers 
William, Hon. Michael and Leo, his sister Sr. Letitia, as well as two sisters-in-law, one brother-in-law, 
thirteen nieces and nephews and twenty-six grandnieces and grandnephews; and 
 
WHEREAS, while at Mercy Home Father Close uncovered a quote that became a mission statement for 
his life’s work: “There are only two lasting bequests that we can give our children – one is roots, the other 
wings.”  Father Jim rooted his loved ones with their sense of faith, heritage and family; giving them the 
wings to fly onward knowing he will always be a part of them. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Toni Preckwinkle, President, and the Cook County 
Board of Commissioners, on behalf of the more than 5.4 million residents of Cook County, do hereby 
express our deepest condolences and most heartfelt sympathy to the family as well as to the many friends 
and loved ones of Reverend James J. Close; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be tendered to the family of 
Reverend James J. Close so that his rich legacy may be so honored and ever cherished.  
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-307 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

 
HONORING SCHAUMBURG BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

 
WHEREAS, the Schaumburg Business Association was founded in September 2001 to connect people 
and support business in the Schaumburg, Illinois area and to serve as the primary advocate for business in 
the region; and 
  
WHEREAS,  the SBA advocates for a competitive business climate for its members in the State of 
Illinois, County of Cook, and Village of Schaumburg; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SBA has grown to over 600 members from throughout the Schaumburg region; and 
  
WHEREAS, thousands of meaningful connections and millions of dollars in business have been made 
through the SBA since its creation; and 
  
WHEREAS, the SBA has launched the first public/private partnership for economic development in the 
Schaumburg region, known as the Schaumburg Center for Economic Development; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SBA continues to have an ambitious vision for the future to become the premiere 
business association in the State of Illinois; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SBA will celebrate its official 10th Anniversary at the Toast of Schaumburg Gala on 
October 8, 2011. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the President and members of the Board of 
Commissioners of Cook County hereby recognize the SBA on its 10th Anniversary; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution is tendered over to the SBA to 
commemorate 10 years and to wish the SBA continued success.  
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-308 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI, COUNTY COMMISSIONER  

Co-Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT, JOHN P. DALEY,  

JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, WILLIAM M. BEAVERS, JERRY BUTLER,  

EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN A. FRITCHEY, BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA,  

ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN, GREGG GOSLIN, EDWIN REYES,  

TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS,  

ROBERT B. STEELE AND LARRY SUFFREDIN, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

RESOLUTION HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE McCOOK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

WHEREAS, on February 3, 1936, the Board of Trustees of the Village of McCook authorized payments 
to six volunteers to answer fire calls in the Village of McCook; in April of 1936, the Village of McCook 
purchased its first fire truck; and on June 1, 1936, the Mayor and Board of Trustees approved an 
ordinance establishing the McCook Fire Department; and 
 

WHEREAS, in 1936 Steve Plesha was chosen as the first part-time Fire Chief; in 1939, Henry Plesha 
was elected the second part-time Fire Chief; subsequently, Peter Yuretich, Sr. was selected as the third 
part-time Fire Chief and Barney Padgen was selected as the fourth part-time Fire Chief of the all 
volunteer McCook Fire Department; and  
 

WHEREAS, in 1955, George Henning was employed as the first full-time Fire Chief of the McCook Fire 
Department, where he served until his retirement in 1983; Peter Yuretich, Jr.  was next appointed full-
time Fire Chief until his untimely death in 1990, at which time Joseph Myrick was next appointed full-
time Fire Chief, a position he holds today; and  
 

WHEREAS, the McCook Fire Department evolved from an all volunteer fire department to a paid on call 
fire department to an around the clock staffed fire department serving the residents and businesses in the 
Village of McCook. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of Cook County hereby 
congratulates the McCook Fire Department and their numerous members and their families; and honors 
75 years of exemplary service by the McCook Fire Department to the citizens of the Village of McCook; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be tendered to the McCook Fire 
Department in recognition of their good works; and that it also be spread upon the proceedings of this 
honorable body.   
 

Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 

TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 

Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 



11-R-309 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, COUNTY COMMISSIONER  

Co-Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT AND WILLIAM M. BEAVERS,  

JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN P. DALEY, JOHN A. FRITCHEY,  

BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA, ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN,  

GREGG GOSLIN, EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER, PETER N. SILVESTRI,  

DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT B. STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN AND JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
CHICAGO SOUTH SUBURBS AND WORLD HABITAT DAY 

 
WHEREAS, since 1988 Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs has been helping families live a 
better life through homeownership; and 
 
WHEREAS, more than 120,000 families in the Cook County area are living in substandard conditions 
and the numbers are increasingly growing; and  
 
WHEREAS, today 1.6 billion people live in inadequate shelter around the world and 100 million are 
homeless, according to the United Nations; and 
 
WHEREAS, by 2030, it is expected that two billion people will live in slum communities; the world’s 
housing situation is a crisis in need of attention and action; and 
 
WHEREAS, the week of October 3–8, 2011, Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs, the United 
Nations and organizations around the world will raise awareness, educate and mobilize individuals and 
communities to take action on the current global housing crisis while working together to ensure adequate 
housing for all; and 
 
WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs will celebrate this national awareness on 
Saturday, October 8, 2011 at their ReStore located at 180 West Joe Orr Road, Chicago Heights; the event 
will include a car show, vendors, community resource information, and fun for children; and 
 
WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs’ ReStore resale outlet accepts donated home 
improvement goods as well as reusable and surplus building materials which are sold to the general public 
at a fraction of the retail price which provides an environmentally and socially responsible way to keep 
good, reusable materials out of the waste stream while providing funding for Habitat’s community 
improvement work; and 
 
WHEREAS, Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs addresses the dire need for safe, decent, and 
affordable housing and strongly believes in giving a hand up and not a hand out. 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners encourages 
support for Habitat for Humanity Chicago South Suburbs and lauds their unflagging efforts to build 
decent homes for families living in substandard conditions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be tendered to Habitat Humanity 
Chicago South Suburbs in recognition of the importance of this organization to the quality of life for the 
Cook County south suburban community. 
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-310 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE JOHN P. DALEY, PRESIDENT TONI PRECKWINKLE,  

WILLIAM M. BEAVERS, JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN A. FRITCHEY,  

BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA, ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN,  

GREGG GOSLIN, JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER,  

PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT B. STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN  

AND JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, in 1951, local residents recognized the need for a new parish in Chicago’s Ashburn 
community to serve the growing Catholic population, and thus St. Denis Catholic Church was first 
established; and 
 
WHEREAS, since that proud beginning, St. Denis has continued to grow and serve the needs of the 
community, and has continued to build upon the traditions of family, education and Catholic leadership 
that have been so important to the parish and the community of Ashburn; and 
 
WHEREAS, this year marks the 60th Anniversary Year of St. Denis Parish; and 
 
WHEREAS, this joyous milestone will be celebrated with a special Anniversary Mass on October 9, 
2011.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Cook County, that 
warmest congratulations are hereby extended to St. Denis Catholic Church, and all parishioners past and 
present on this historic day marking 60 years of service to God and community;  and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this text be spread upon the Official Proceedings of this Honorable 
Body, and a suitable copy of same be presented to St. Denis Parish to commemorate this special occasion.  
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-311 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE JOHN P. DALEY, PRESIDENT TONI PRECKWINKLE,  

WILLIAM M. BEAVERS, JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN A. FRITCHEY,  

BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA, ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN,  

GREGG GOSLIN, JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER,  

PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT B. STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN  

AND JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom has called John E. "Jack" Goggin from our midst; and  
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was the beloved husband of Helen, nee McSweeney, for 67 years of 
marriage; and  
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was the beloved son of the late John P. and the late Sarah; and  
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was the loving father of John P. (Sandra), Michael (Nancy), 
Terrence (Gail), Brian, Kevin (Diane), Trudi (Susan Kaszynski), Kathy Panek Goggin and the late Daniel; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was the cherished grandfather of Kerry (Andrew) Gallios, John 
(Megan), Sara (Brian) Young, Michael (Kristen Eisenhart), Patrick (Bridget), Maureen, Kelly (Jason) 
Widuch, Brie Kolovitz, John McConachie, Terrence (Bridget), Bridget (Joseph) Bigane, Sheila, John 
(Katherine), Colleen (Thomas) Krupa, Nicholas, Timothy, Matthew, Anthony; proud great-grandfather of 
24; and  
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was the longtime Associate Clerk of the Cook County Circuit Court, 
consultant to the Office of the Chief Judge of Cook County, and retired member of Cook County Pension 
Fund Board of Directors; and 
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was a Retired Captain of the United States Army, having served his 
country and defended the cause of freedom in China, Burma and the India Theatre; and 
 
WHEREAS, John E. "Jack" Goggin was Past National Commander in Chief of the Military Order of the 
World Wars and Bailiff of The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem; and  
 
WHEREAS, all who knew him will attest that John E. "Jack" Goggin was a kind and compassionate 
man, virtuous of character and gentle in spirit, admired and respected by his many friends and neighbors, 
and dearly loved by his family. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Cook County that the 
Board does hereby offer its deepest condolences and most heartfelt sympathy to the family and many 
friends of John E. "Jack" Goggin, and joins them in sorrow at this time of loss; and 
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this Honorable 
Body, and a suitable copy of same be tendered to the family of John E. "Jack" Goggin, that his memory 
may be so honored and ever cherished. 
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-312 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE JOHN P. DALEY, PRESIDENT TONI PRECKWINKLE,  

WILLIAM M. BEAVERS, JERRY BUTLER, EARLEAN COLLINS, JOHN A. FRITCHEY,  

BRIDGET GAINER, JESUS G. GARCIA, ELIZABETH “LIZ” DOODY GORMAN,  

GREGG GOSLIN, JOAN PATRICIA MURPHY, EDWIN REYES, TIMOTHY O. SCHNEIDER,  

PETER N. SILVESTRI, DEBORAH SIMS, ROBERT B. STEELE, LARRY SUFFREDIN  

AND JEFFREY R. TOBOLSKI, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
WHEREAS, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom has called Sandra Ann Degnan from our midst; and  
 
WHEREAS, Sandra Ann Degnan (nee Steigerwald) was the beloved wife of Timothy Degnan, and  
 
WHEREAS, Sandra Ann Degnan was the loving mother of Julie, Timothy (Sue), Patricia (Dan) Woods, 
Jack (Liza), Michael (Amy) and Daniel (Cindi); and  
 
WHEREAS, Sandra Ann Degnan was the dearest grandmother of Samantha, Daniel, Michael, Caitlyn, 
Emily, Maggie, Erin, Alexis, Lindsay, Makayla, Maura, Meghan and Grace, and  
 
WHEREAS, Sandra Ann Degnan was the dear sister of Christine (George) Skepnek, Karl (Rita) and 
Tom (Debbi); and 
 
WHEREAS, all who knew her will attest that  Sandra Ann Degnan was a kind and compassionate 
woman, virtuous of character and gentle in spirit, admired and respected by her many friends and 
neighbors, and dearly loved by her family. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Cook County that the 
Board does hereby offer its deepest condolences and most heartfelt sympathy to the family and many 
friends of Sandra Ann Degnan, and joins them in sorrow at this time of loss; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this text be spread upon the official proceedings of this Honorable 
Body, and a suitable copy of same be tendered to the family of Sandra Ann Degnan, that her memory may 
be so honored and ever cherished. 
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 



11-R-314 
RESOLUTION 

Sponsored by 

THE HONORABLE TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT  

AND EARLEAN COLLINS, COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CHICAGO YOUTH SHOOTING REVIEW 

 
WHEREAS, Cook County strives to implement regulations and mandate provisions to account for the 
public health and safety of its residents; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cook County Board President and the Cook County Board of Commissioners  strive to 
make Cook County a safe and positive environment for people to live, work and raise their families; and  
 
WHEREAS, gun violence destroys communities, neighborhoods, and families across Chicago and Cook 
County; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2009 more than one quarter of all homicide victims and more than one third of all 
offenders were school aged youth, under the age of 21; and  
 
WHEREAS, shootings involving school age youth illustrate a particular failing of the system and the 
community within the City of Chicago and across Cook County; and  
 
WHEREAS, Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel in 
cooperation with the Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago have committed to 
reducing homicides involving school-aged youth by convening a collaborative, comprehensive review of 
the incidents through the Chicago Youth Shooting Review; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chicago Youth Shooting Review is an initiative of Chapin Hall Center for Children and 
will require the sharing of information regarding Chicago school-age shootings across and among 
governmental agencies and entities; and 
 
WHEREAS, this initiative is modeled on the successful Milwaukee Homicide Review Commission 
which brings together law enforcement agencies from every level of government as well as community 
service providers to identify the gaps in prevention, intervention and response that may have led to each 
homicide or non-fatal shooting. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle and the 
Cook County Board of Commissioners supports this initiative and encourages the participation of all 
relevant County Offices and Agencies, including but not limited to, the Office of the Cook County State's 
Attorney, the office of the Medical Examiner, the Office of the  Cook County Sheriff, the Office of the 
Chief Judge, the Judicial Advisory Council and the Office of the Public Defender to share information 
and collaborate in the comprehensive review of the incidents through the Chicago Youth Shooting 
Review; and  
 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President and the Cook County Board of Commissioners 
authorizes the Office of the Medical Examiner, and requests that the Cook County State’s Attorney, the 
Office of the Chief Judge, the Clerk of the Circuit Court and any other County agency or office to 
negotiate and execute Data Share Agreements with the Chapin Hall Center for Children and the Chicago 
Youth Shooting review for the purposes of conducting research into homicides and non-fatal shootings 
involving school aged youth. 
 
Approved and adopted this 4th day of October 2011. 
 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, President 
Cook County Board of Commissioners 
 
Attest:  DAVID ORR, County Clerk 
 


