
 
Hello District 10,  
 
I was recently appointed the Cook 
County Commissioner for the 
Tenth District and am thrilled to 
be working on the dynamic issues 
impacting the County.   
 
I currently live in Lincoln Park 
with my husband Dennis and our 
3 children. I have also worked in 
the area for a number of years, 
starting my career as a community 
organizer at Senn High School 
where we opened the first 
community center in a Chicago 
Public School. After which I went 
to work as a Budget Analyst for 
the City of Chicago and then 
served as Lakefront Director for 
the Chicago Park District. For the 
past 8 years, I have been working 
in Corporate Strategy for Aon 
Corporation. I think these 
experiences will be invaluable as 
Cook County Commissioner of the 
Tenth District.  
 
I am looking forward to working 
with all of you.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bridget Gainer 

 
Important County Telephone Numbers 

 
Animal Control    708‐974‐6140 

Assessor     312‐443‐7550 

Board of Review    312‐603‐5542 

Brookfield Zoo    708‐688‐8000 

Building & Zoning   312‐603‐0500 

Clerk Circuit Court  312‐603‐5030 

Stroger Hospital    312‐864‐6000 

Economic Development  312‐603‐1000 

Environmental Control  312‐603‐8200 

Forest Preserve District  800‐870‐3666 

Picnic Permits    312‐603‐0000 

Public Defender    312‐603‐0600 

Public Guardian    312‐603‐0800 

Public Health    708‐492‐2000 

Recorder of Deeds  312‐603‐5050 

     Cook County Sheriff             312‐603‐6444 

State’s Attorney                    312‐603‐1880 

Treasurer                               312‐443‐5100 

 
 
 

Botanic Garden 
(847) 835-5440 

www.chicagobotanic.org 
 

Forest Preserve 
(800) 870-3666 

www.fpdcc.com 
 
 

APPEALING YOUR  
PROPERTY TAXES  

WITHOUT A LAWYER 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Bridget Gainer 
Cook County Commissioner 

10th District 
 

 
County Office: (312) 603-4210 
District Office: (773) 561-1010 

Email: BGainer@cookcountygov.com 
 



STEPS TO APPEAL ASSESSOR’S PROPERTY 

VALUTION 

 

Property in Cook County is reassessed every three years. When 

properties are reassessed, the Assessor sends out a notice of 

PROPOSED ASSESSED VALUATION.  

This is an important time to appeal. 

 

1. Receive notice of Proposed Assessed Valuation in the 

mail. Your township will be open for review when you 

receive this notice. 

 

2. When a particular township is open, you have 30 days 

to file an assessment appeal with the Assessor’s office 

(Filing deadlines by township are located under the 

Appeals tab on the Assessor’s website). This can be 

done by calling 312-443-7550 to request the form or 

by downloading the form on-line at 

www.cookcountyassessor.com. 

 

3. Fill out form and make any corrections to the property 

description located on the back of the form. 

 

4. Be sure to check the appropriate reason for appeal on 

the form. You can file an appeal based on uniformity, 

over-valuation or property description error. 

 

5. Compare your assessed valuation with similar size and 

style homes in your neighborhood by doing a 

Residential Property Search from the Assessor’s web-

site – OR – let analysts from the Assessor’s office 

research and check comparable properties to yours. 

 

6. Regardless of where you file your appeal, at the 

Assessor’s office downtown, branches, or on-line, you 

will receive an appeal number immediately. If you 

chose to mail in your appeal you will receive your 

appeal number through the mail. You may use that 

appeal number to track your appeal on-line.  

 

7. The Assessor’s office will mail out a letter either 

granting or denying your appeal in 3 to 6 months. 

 
Mail or Drop off your appeal form and supporting 

documentation to: 

 

Cook County Assessor’s Office 

118 North Clark Street, Room 320 

Chicago, IL 60602 

(312) 443-7550 

Hours: 8:30 am - 5:00 pm 

 

REASONS FOR APPEAL 

 

-UNIFORMITY –  
The assessed value of your 

property is not in line with other 

similar properties in your 

neighborhood. 

 

-OVER-VALUATION –  
The proposed assessed valuation 

of your property is higher than its 

actual value.  

 

-PROPERTY 

DESCRIPTION ERROR – 
There is an error in the 

description of your property that 

adversely effects the proposed 

assessed valuation of your 

property. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEPS FOR BOARD REVIEW APPEAL 

 

        You may also file an appeal based on lack of uniformity 

with the Cook County Board of Review 

 

1. Within 30 days of your township opening for review, 

file a complaint form with the Board of Review. To 

find the filing dates and deadlines for your township, or 

request a form please call 312-603-5542 or visit the 

Board of Review’s website at 

www.cookcountyboardofreview.com 

 

2. Complete the form, “Appeal Based on Lack of 

Uniformity” which requests specific information: 

Pictures of your property, property index number, 

address, assessed valuation of your property, and 

comparable properties (you should have 4 to 5). 

 

3. If you chose to mail in your appeal you will receive 

your complaint number through the mail. If you bring 

your appeal into the Board of Review office you will 

be given a complaint number immediately.  

 

4. Once your appeal has been processed you will be 

informed of a hearing date. You should bring the 

following to your hearing: copies of any evidence you 

wish to submit, your complaint form, your copy of the 

“Appeal Based on Lack of Uniformity” complaint form 

including the comparable properties and pictures.  

 

5. If you cannot attend the hearing date you will need to 

submit, to the Board of Review, any and all 

documentation supporting your appeal at least 5 

working days prior to the hearing date.  

 

6. A decision will be mailed to you about two weeks after 

your township is closed. 

 

7. If your appeal is denied, you can file a final complaint 

with the Illinois Property Tax Board (217) 782-6076. 

 

 

Mail or Drop off your appeal form and supporting 

documentation to: 

 

Cook County Board of Review 

County Building, Room 601 

118 N. Clark Street 

Chicago IL 60602 

(312) 603-5542, 

Hours: 9am-5pm 


